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Prabang to Ligor and Vieng Chan to Pegu, it must not be presumed
that the whole of Siam really formed a united kingdom under hiia.'
As a matter of fact Siam proper was divided into several states,
of which at least three others, under independent Thai rulers, are
well-known viz., two in Lan Na Thai embracing the ancient Ypnok
of North Siam, and Lan Na Chang with its capital at Vieng Chan.
Further, to the south of Sukhodaya, in the Lower Menam valley,
was Lvo or Lopburi.   All or most of these were under Kambuja
sovereignty   and   seem   to   have    acquired    independence   under
adventurous   Thai   chiefs   during   the , thirteenth    century.   The
Chinese historians refer to frequent embassies from two states Sien
and Lo-hu between 1282 and 1323 A.D.    There is hardly any doubt
that these two Chinese names stand for Shyam and Lopburi.   It is
thus apparent that Lopburi was still an important state even though
it had to acknowledge the suzerainty of Sukhodaya.   It is interest-
ing to note that the name Shyam   (Siam)   was still confined to
the northern part of the country and was not applied to the whole
of it.   This distinction is also met with in Kambuja, where in the
soyth-west gallery of Angkor Vat soldiers dressed like Cambodians
are described in the inscribed labels as troops of Lvo, while others
dressed  and  armed  in  a  different  manner  are  called   soldiers of
Shyam-kut.   That the name Shyam, originally denoting Sukhodaya,
was afterwards applied to the whole country is no doubt due to
the supremacy of Sukhodaya over other states in Siam,  brought
about by the victories of Ram Kamheng.
Apart from military skill Ham Kamheng possessed other
qualities of a high order, and he truly deserves the title Ram
Kamheng the Great. The high ideals of justice and humanity
which ring through his long record are remarkable for the age and
surroundings in which1 he lived. He describes the people as happy
and enjoying plenty and prosperity under a just and benign rule.
The king scrupulously observed the rights of his subjects and dealt
even-handed justice to great and small alike. In order that even
the meanest of his subjects can get his protection, he! hung up a bell
near the gate. - Anyone who felt aggrieved and sought for royal
protection was only to ring the bell. The king would hear this
and mete out justice to him.
But the greatest boon that Ram Kamheng conferred upon his
people? was the introduction of a reformed system of alphabet
suitable for the Thai language. 'The Indian alphabet, as modified
in Kambuja, was hitherto current in Siam; he adapted it to suit
the special needs of the Thais, and it has become the national
alphabet of Siam, The king was an ardent follower of Buddhism
amd decorated Sukhodaya with temples, monasteries and images of